
DRAFT – FOR APPROVAL AT THE OCTOBER 2019 STC MEETING 

 

 Haddonfield, NJ 

Shade Tree Commission  

September 17, 2019 

 

Opening:  Robin Potter opened the Haddonfield Shade Tree Commission (STC) meeting with a reading 

of the “Sunshine Law” statement at 8:00.  STC members Deborah Troiani, Jane Elkis Berkowitz, Ralph 

Ciallella, Scott McElhone, Ann Koelling, Laurel Musto as well as DPW Foreman Bill Ober and Borough 

Commissioner Marshall were present.   

 

Minutes Review:  June and August 2019 minutes were approved as discussed. 

 

Community Comment:  None. 

Correspondence:  None. 

 

Borough Construction  

Public Construction – Proposed Bancroft Site Resolution PB 2019-XX.  A representative 

present on behalf of the Developer (O’Neill Properties Group) was Mr. Jay DeFelicis (Landscape 

Architect from Maser Consulting).  

Robin previously distributed Resolution and Attachments for review.  She has been working with 

Tavis Karrow Borough Community Development Director & Zoning Officer to achieve clarity 

and ensure the resolution is enforceable.  Discussion centered around the following key points, in 

addition to others: 

Attachment A -  

● “Preliminary” will be changed to “Provisional.”   

● All tree removals in the right of way will be done at developer expense including stump 

grinding. 

● The STC will accept Tavis’s recommendation regarding timing of the planting of the 

berm.  Necessary soil protection will be required throughout demolition and construction. 

● Remove “materially” to avoid differences in interpretation.   All changes should be 

brought to STC attention. 

● Trees will not be planted in groups of more than three of the same species.  This 

requirement is in keeping with STC policy throughout the borough.  No commitment is 

made to replace a failed tree with one of the same species. 

● A maximum of five Pinus strobus will be permitted on the berm rather than the 14 

suggested. 

 Resolution was approved unanimously as discussed. 

 

  

Private Construction Update 

● 120 Lincoln.  Unapproved borough tree root and branch trimming was observed at this 

construction site.  Robin will discuss with Tavis. 

● 132 N. Haddon Avenue.  Utility plans were changed without our knowledge resulting in 

no room for tree planting.   Robin will discuss the process with Tavis. 

● 19 Mechanic/18-22 North Haddon – The Planning Board approved this subdivision at 
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their regular September meeting without seeking STC input before.  Tavis referred the 

plans to Robin on September 10 for her review.  She affirmed to Tavis that there were no 

trees with a DBH or 10” or greater on the private property.  She also noted in her email 

that there were a number of Borough-owned trees adjacent to the property on North 

Haddon, in the Borough parking lot on North Haddon and on Mechanic Street.  She was 

concerned that there was no plan in place for protection of these trees during demolition 

and construction, particularly since the adjacent streets are busy and there is little space 

for storage of construction materials and equipment. 

  

  

DPW Update 

●  Tree removals are in progress.  Bill is working on a list for contracting removals and stump 

grinding.  Mr. Bob Parsons inquired about the Commemorative Tree that was removed from in 

front of Remington & Vernick at  211 Kings Hwy E.  Bill has had testing done by PSE&G. As 

this is the second tree planted in that tree well, which died suddenly, the STC has asked Bill to 

determine if that well is safe for planting. 

 

Other Items 

● Sustainable NJ Submission was completed. 

● Fall Planting.  Tree Foundation is scheduled to plant in early October. 

● Each STC should survey trees planted in spring 2019 and report their condition. 

● NJSTF Conference will be held in Atlantic City October 24-25.  Shade Tree Commissioners 

should notify Sue Nelson if interested in attending. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 AM                                                                  Submitted by Deb Troiani 

CC: Commissioner Robert Marshall, Administrator McCullough, Borough Clerk Bennett, STC members 


